
May 24, 2020 

Seventh Sunday of Easter 
 

Dear All, 
 

Greetings from the Rectory! A blessed and Happy Memorial Day weekend to you. This week, let us offer prayers 

of thankful remembrance to God and intercession for all the souls who gave the ultimate sacrifice serving their 

country for the cause of freedom, mindful that ‘our citizenship is in Heaven, and from it we also await a Savior, 

the Lord Jesus Christ’. On their behalf let us pray that their souls, and the souls of all the faithful departed, through 

the mercy of God, rest in peace. 
 

We have been so blessed with such beautiful weather recently, and I hope you have had the opportunity to get 

outside and enjoy it. After several weeks of ‘home hibernation’ because of the quarantine, the glory of these days 

is truly an awesome gift from God reminding us of His goodness, faithfulness, and love toward His children. None 

of us has any control of the weather, it is all in God’s hands. We can only respond to whatever He permits to come 

our way. After a long Winter (and what Vermont winter isn’t long?!) and a slow start to Spring, and weeks of 

social distancing that upended schedules, routines, and plans, isn’t it marvelous how several days of beautiful 

weather lifts the soul to touch the majesty and glory of God? Perhaps during this final week of May, we renew 

our gratitude to the heavenly Father Who always provides so many blessings to us from His abundant bounty of 

goodness. And as He does so, we are invited into God’s very life to rejoice exceedingly in His glory that He so 

graciously shares with us. These moments of divine goodness are sent as gifts from a loving Father to His children 

to remind and encourage us to continue along our pilgrimage of faith so that one day we may share His glory in 

Heaven completely and forever. The glory of God is an awesome reality, so let us consider it. 
 

The heavenly Father is glorified in and by the Son. How? Our Lord says to His Father, ‘I glorified you on earth 

by accomplishing the work that you gave me to do’. And as Jesus does, so we are to do. What, then, is the work 

that the Father has given you to do? Family and professional. Church and school. Prayerfully and actively. 

Whenever we fulfill whatever God asks of us, whether something large or small, we glorify Him. Ponder that for 

a moment. In considering the sons and daughters of God, the Lord Jesus says to His Father: ‘I revealed your name 

to those whom you gave me out of the world. They belonged to you, and you gave them to me, and they have kept 

your word. Now they know that everything you gave me is from you, because the words you gave to me, I have 

given to them, and they accepted them and truly understood that I came from you, and they have believed that you 

sent me’. So, God the Father has been glorified in the Son who, in turn, is glorified in the ones the Father has 

given to Him when they keep His Word. This Word nourishes us while on Earth, so that our souls may be sustained 

through Him into eternal life. Why have you and I been created? It is so we come to ‘to know, love, and serve 

God in this world, so that we may be with Him forever in the next’. But this teaching of the Church comes from 

Christ himself: ‘Give glory to your son, so that your son may glorify you, just as you gave him authority over all 

people, so that your son may give eternal life to all you gave him. Now this is eternal life, that they should know 

you, the only true God, and the one whom you sent, Jesus Christ’. And it is within this mystery of faith, that we 

touch the inexpressible glory of God. 
 

As a priest, I made a promise on the day of my ordination that I would pray daily for the rest of my life the Divine 

Office, which are prayers for the Church and the world. So, when I offer these prayers, I glorify God because it is 

part of the ‘work’ He asks and expects of me because of the promise I made. What are the promises, oaths, vows, 

commitments, you have made in your life and, more precisely, because of your Christian faith? Consider the 

Commandments, Beatitudes, Precepts of the Church, the Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy. Is God being 

glorified in the manner by which you are living them out? Know this – the Lord Jesus is praying for you as he sits 

at the right hand of his Father in Heaven. That’s truly awesome! You and I do not, and cannot, fulfill the Word of 

God on our own. Rather, it is always with the help of God’s grace. And when we sin by not keeping incarnate in 

our lives the Word that Christ has revealed to us from the Father, there is still hope because we have access to the 

Sacrament of Confession in which we glorify God by humbly asking His forgiveness and He, graciously in return, 

shares with us His glory and retrieves for and in us the holiness of the moment of our Baptism. The glory of God 

is all around us; we just have to remember this, look for and desire it, and live so as to be caught up in it.  

May this week be a glorious one for you and your family. 
 

Praised be Jesus Christ, now and forever! 

God bless, 

Fr. James Dodson 


